33RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—Tone 8  
Sunday of Zacchæus.  New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia.
Translation of the Relics of Hieromartyr Ignatius the Godbearer, Bishop of Antioch.
Vespers   

At “Lord, I Call”, sing the stichera verses (4) of the Resurrection in Tone 8.   

Then the following stichera (3) for the New Martyrs in Tone 5:

Rejoice, new martyrs and confessors of Russia, the adornment of the Orthodox.  Lambs of the new slaughter, fellow warriors, and guardians of the faith, blameless intercessors for us with God in the latter years, who in your sufferings appear as emulators of the first martyrs;  O unshakeable pillars of patient endurance,//entreat God that our souls be granted great mercy.

Rejoice, O glorious passionbearers!  Following in the steps of the martyrs of old, you contended firmly for the sake of the faith, in the cruel and grievous times of your land.  And now you rouse all to the glory and praise of God, Who strengthened your weaknesses and has enriched you with gifts of the Spirit.// Ever pray for the salvation of our souls.
O heavenly protectors, come to us who await the visitation of your prayer, and deliver us from danger caused by the madness of unbelievers; for which we are often pursued like prisoners and outcasts, moving from place to place and wandering in caves and mountains. Have compassion, O all-praised martyrs and confessors, and grant us relief! Pacify the storm and extinguish the hostility towards us,//praying to God Who through you grants to our land great mercy.

Then the following stichera (3) for the New Martyrs in Tone 6:

O longsuffering archpastor, Father Tikhon, in a time of terrible godless persecutions, comforting the true children of the Church of Russia, with courage you bore the task of standing up for Christ and the Orthodox faith; and, dying day by day for the sake of your pastoral service, you were revealed as a steadfast confessor.//  For this, we lovingly glorify you.

O true shepherd, Hieromartyr Vladimir, when lawless men compelled you to depart from overseeing the Church of Russia, you remained faithful in deed and word to Hierarch Tikhon.  Like a holy sacrifice from Kiev, the mother of Russian cities, you offered yourself to God, praying for those who were slaying you.//For this, we willingly glorify you.

O Hieromartyr Benjamin, as a true son of Christ’s Church, and having heartfelt zeal for her welfare, you bravely took a stand against the false shepherds who were striving to steal your flock, but not fearing the threats and false testimony of the interrogators, you turned the judgment back upon the head of those who tested you; and then, by your death, you strengthened Orthodoxy.//  For this we willingly glorify you.

After “Glory...” in Tone 5 (New Martyrs) 

O most high Master, glorified and worshipped in Trinity, take pity on us by the acceptable prayers of your new martyrs, who in the presence of tyrants boldly confessed You, the One God, and Your ineffable saving incarnation, O Son of God, from a Virgin Mother.

After “Now and ever…” the Dogmatic in Tone 8.

At the Aposticha, sing the verses of the Resurrection in Tone 8.  
After “Glory…” in Tone 2 (New Martyrs)

O new house of Ephratha, splendid and elect region, O holy Russia, guard the Orthodox faith, in which is your confirmation and support.

Resurrectional Troparion in Tone 8  
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One!  Thou didst accept the three-day burial to free us from our sufferings!  O Lord, our Life and Resurrection:  glory to Thee! 
Troparion, Tone 4 (New Martyrs)

Today the Church of Russia joyfully forms a chorus, praising her new martyrs and confessors; hierarchs and priests, royal passion-bearers, right-believing princes and princesses, venerable men and women, and all Orthodox Christians.  Having laid down their life for faith in Christ during the days of godless persecution, they preserved the truth by the shedding of blood.//By their protection, O long-suffering Lord, preserve our land in Orthodoxy till the end of the age.

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos
((( (((((((((((((( (((
[image: image1.jpg]



PAGE  
2

