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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

T write this as we prepare to travel to and gather for the 16 All-American Council of the
Orthodox Church in America in Bellevue, Washington. T mention this not only because of its
importance to our parish (as well as o all parishes in the OCA), but also because of the particular
theme chosen for this council: “The Household of Faith”. I'd like to share with you a paragraph
taken from the introductory papers for the council, in which is explained:

The theme of this Council was selected from Galatians 6:1-10 where the Apostle Paul speaks to
the people about how each of us should bear the load for the other. In doing so, we should first
examine ourselves and be the person who does what is good on behalf of all. It is only by us
banding together as a family, or as the Apostle Paul calls it “the Household of Faith”, for each
other's mutual spiritual growth that we really can engage the challenges as a Church. This
means that disagreement does not equate fo division and acceptance does not equate to
submission. But rather as the Apostle Paul states in the passage, “Bear one another'’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

Indeed, we Orthodox Christians are being challenged — on a national, diocesan, parochial and
personal level as never before. The unique irony and challenge of our time, is rooted in the
circumstance of our freedom and wealth. We are not physically persecuted for our faith. We are
free to build churches, worship, practice, teach and live our faith without restriction. These are
conditions which on paper, should foster a tremendous vitality and vigorous growth of our
church. Yet so oficn we find the oppositc. National and in some cases, diocesan membership
census figures overall have dropped dramatically and rather steadily through the decades for
several generations. Why?

While it may be difficult to say exactly why this has happened, it is clearly not because God has
ceased to love us, care for us and bless us who gather to glorify His Holy Name and give thanks
o Him. As He promises, His love is steadfast and unwavering. Ours on the other hand, may not
be. So we must ask ourselves; “what kind of life and behavior are we submitting to Him for His
blessing?” If we truly belicve that we Orthodox Christians must band together as a family in
“the Houschold of Faith,” bearing one another’s burdens in love and patience in a manner well
pleasing to God, our thoughts and actions must reflect this. In recent years, we have been
wracked collectively by scandals, division and disunity on a national and international level. In
our parish, after having recently renovated and enlarged this magnificent facility for worship and
education, week after week we experience a less than full church and less than full classrooms.
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other things which scem to be more important? If so, how can love, passion and zcal for the
Lord (and for one another) be rekindled? How can we return to the one thing needful? It must
begin deep down inside each one of us. The key lics in the words that we pray so often and at
times, S0 mechanically in the liturgy: “...Iet us commend ourselves and each other, and all our
life unto Christ our God.”

Having written this (with faith and even optimism), I can say we still indeed have much to give
thanks for in the lifc of our church. A number of catechumens arc preparing themselves to enter
the Church fully. St. Mark has received into membership several families and individuals who
have relocated to this area. We have celebrated seven baptisms, three marriages and two
funerals thus far this year. Aid and alms have been distributed to the poor and needy both locally
(through our discretionary fund and food baskets), as well as nationally and intcrnationally both
directly and through generous contributions to the IOCC, and OCMC. We have hosted
numerous lectures, seminars and retreats to educate and inspire both faithful and seekers.
Christian education is offered to our children, teens and adults. Training in liturgics and
rehearsals in church music are regularly offered. Opportunitics to serve in many and various
‘ways abound in our parish Life.

T'd like to thank those who have and are serving as clergy, choir directors, singers, teachers and
assistants, handmaidens and altar servers as well as all those who serve on council and in
leadership positions within our parish. Thank you also to those who have been faithful followers
and workers quietly doing all the things necessary in and around the church to build, repair and
beautify it. Thank you to those who have cooked, prepared, served and cleaned up. Thank you
o all those who have contributed liberally for the funding of the church and all of its activitics —
those who have donated their time, talent and resources. May God who sces in secret, bless and
reward you.

Above all, I give thanks for the fact that we are a praying community. Liturgical and personal
prayer to God and for the needs of others should occupy our lives. A list of those who are sick
and in need of prayer is published in cach weekly bulletin. I rejoice in the formation of the
Blessed Matushka Olga Prayer Group which meets monthly in dedication to intercessory prayer.

‘Your parish council president and lay delegate to the All-American Council, Gene Jacobsen, and
1, look forward to reporting back to you on the activities, discussions and decisions of the All-
American Council upon our return. We ask your prayers upon all those traveling to and
participating in the council for safety, divine guidance and wisdom.

As we gather together for this parish semi-annual meeting, and proceed through its agenda items,
Task you to do so with forethought, preparation, patience, faith, love and a constant
consciousness of “belonging” — both to Christ and to one another as members of His Body, the
Church, locally and universally in the “Houschold of Faith.”

With love in Christ,
Fr. Gregory




