
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 13, 2011
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Debbi Dillon, Michael Mihailov, Nancy Stanton, Greg Yakubik.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:05 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The November 8th  parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Debbi Dillon.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Thanks to all who decorated the church in preparation for the Nativity.

Prayer Request:  Please check the weekly bulletin for a comprehensive list of parishioners to keep in prayer.  Specifically, please keep the following parishioners in prayer:

· John Badila:  Underwent heart transplant.

Births/Chrismations:  Many Years!
· Grace Kathleen Swindell was received into the church on 12/4/11.
· Samantha Pearson, daughter of Charity Pearson, was born on 11/28/11.

Deaths:  Memory Eternal!

· Tillie and Nick Lapato’s daughter, Linda, passed away 11/24/11.

· Michael Lungociu’s mother, Silvia, passed away 11/14/11.

Bible Study:  Fr. Gregory recently began a series of bible studies held on select Sunday afternoons.  The first study was well attended, having about 18 participants.  For a listing of future bible study dates, refer to the weekly bulletin or the St. Mark website.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Fri Dec 16, 11:00 AM:  Christmas cookie exchange and potluck lunch.

· Fri Dec 16, 7:00 PM:  Adult Study Group at home of Konstantine and Inna Lyubimov.  The topic will be: "Challenges to Living the Christian Life - Moral, Practical and Social issues that impact us on a daily basis".
· Sun Dec 18, 3:30 PM:  Bible Study.

· Sat Dec 24, 5:00 PM:  Christmas Eve Holy Supper.

· Sat Dec 31, 4:30 PM:  Memorial Services for Linda Moore (daughter of Nick and Tillie Lapato).
IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Gene thanked all who presented at the annual parish meeting.  Gene noted that following the annual meeting, a few individuals expressed interest in becoming seating committee members; they are: Paul Dean, Michael Cacic, Daniella Mihailov, and Michael Lungociu.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  David Rodak asked Michael how much money the bazaar pulled-in.  Michael stated that bills are still coming-in from the bazaar, but the income as of November 30th was $39,557.13.  After all questions were answered, Michael Lungociu made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Greg Yakubik.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  None.
VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  
Washington Gas is responsible for installing the gas piping and meter to the rectory.  Gene Jacobsen signed the Wash Gas contract and a check for $277 was signed by Mike Hydock to be mailed to Wash Gas this week.  ACI (St. Mark’s HVAC company) is responsible for installing the gas piping inside the rectory, associated electrical work, installing the furnace and hot water heater, as well as changing the heat pump to an air-conditioner unit.  St. Mark needs to sign the ACI contract and schedule the work to be done.
2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE: No update.
3) HALL USAGE FORM (LEGAL REVIEW):  No update.
4) BUILDING EVACUATION PLAN: 
The 10/23/11 walk-thru (drill) of the fire evacuation plan went well with no resultant changes to the procedure.  David Rodak will change the document status from draft to final and post to the St. Mark website.
5) CHURCH SEATING:
At the annual parish meeting on 11/13/11, it was concluded that a committee be formed to oversee St. Mark’s church seating.  Committee formation will be discussed at the next parish council meeting.  At that time, a notice will be placed in the church weekly bulletin inviting any interested persons to join.

6) CHARITY PROJECTS:  
Holy Archangel Mission, Annapolis, MD:  The special collection for Holy Archangels Mission resulted in approximately $1500 in funds raised.

Samaritan’s Feet:  Skip Mersereau, Father Gregory, Barbara Mercenaro, Debbi Dillon, Nancy Stanton, and Michael Lungociu helped-out at a Samaritan’s Feet shoe distribution event in NW DC.  Approximately 50 needy children were present, which is one of the smaller groups to which shoes have been distributed (can be thousands of needy children, literally).  The emphasis is not solely (no pun intended) shoe distribution to the needy, but the message of Jesus Christ.  Michael will reconvene with Skip to determine if St. Mark is ready to embrace this hands-on outreach service to the community.

Stepping Stones:  Stepping Stones is a homeless shelter for abused women in Rockville, MD.  They are looking for people to come in on a monthly basis to cook for about 20 people.  They’d like a 1-year commitment.  Michael Lungociu is to get more information.

Hope for Bulgarian Orphans, Bright Star:  This Bulgarian Orphanage has 65 beds for children, but needs funding for sheets/blankets for the beds.  Michael Lungociu made a motion to donate $200 to this cause.  Nancy Stanton seconded.  Motion carried.

Discretionary Fund Distribution:  Michael Hydock made the comment that St. Mark has $2400 remaining in the miscellaneous assistance fund that needs to be used by fiscal year’s end.   These funds were distributed to the following causes:
· Mission Churches:  At the last council meeting, $500 was given to the Holy Archangels Mission Church in Annapolis, MD.  Michael Hydock motioned to gift $500 to each of the remaining 3 mission churches in the Archdiocese of Washington DC.  The mission churches are: Christ the Savior in Stafford, VA, Christ the Savior in Dagsboro, DE, and All Saints of North America, Alexandria, VA.  Debbi Dillon seconded.  Motion carried.
· Shady Grove Pregnancy Center:  Of the remaining $900, Nancy Stanton motioned that $500 be donated to the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center.  Greg Yakubik seconded.  Motion carried.
· National Capital Food Bank and Washington Gas:  Of the remaining $400, Paul Dean motioned that $200 be donated to the National Capital Area Food Bank to help feed the needy and $200 be donated to Washington Gas to help provide heat assistance to the needy.  Greg Yakubik seconded. Motion carried.

7) VERIZON FiOS FOR CHURCH COMPUTERS:  
Gene Jacobsen is to call Verizon business solutions and see if the church can save money on our phone and Internet rates.
8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:
Church Snow Removal:  Greg Yakubik is to talk to Rasevic Companies to investigate if the free snow removal offer that was granted last year still applies for the upcoming winter season.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:
Rectory Storm Door:  Coy Williamson noticed that the storm door at the rectory is falling off its hinges.  Father stated that the door is in bad shape.  Nancy Stanton made a motion for $400 towards a new storm door for the rectory.  Michael Mihailov seconded.  Motion carried.

Kitchen Use:  Greg Yakubik stated that his daughter Kaitlin would like to rent-out or pay for use of St. Mark’s kitchen.  She is trying to start her own bakery and needs a kitchen to open up her own shop.  She still needs to develop a business plan and get licensed.  Greg wanted to see if there was any council objection to her using the church kitchen facility.  The council did not object.  Gene Jacobsen requested that Kaitlin look at the facilities usage form and get back to the council.
2) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

January parish council:  Tuesday, Jan 10th at 7pm.
IX. CLOSING PRAYER:
Michael Lungociu motioned to adjourn the meeting.  All seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:30 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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